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REMARKS FROM THE SUPREME KNIGHT
ARTHUR C. MCFARLAND

This issue of the Claverite reflects the highs and lows expe-
rienced by Noble Order since the Summer 2005 issue. In that
issue, we profiled the KPC members of the hierarchy of the
Catholic Church who have joined our cause. Several of those
bishops and archbishops joined us at our 90th Annual National
Convention in Las Vegas in July 2005. As in the past, Las Vegas
proved to be an attractive venue for our convention. In fact, it was
one of the largest and most productive conventions in the history
of KPC. This was certainly a high point of the summer.
Convention activities are captured in the photos in this issue.

Another high point of our summer was the 2005 National
Junior Convention held in New Orleans just two weeks before the
Senior Convention. Over 1400 youth and chaperones gathered at
the Hyatt Superdome for the four-day event. These young people
conducted themselves in an exemplary way as they engaged in
spiritual renewal, business sessions, competitions and social
events. They elected new Officers for 2005-07 including James
Coleman, Jr., Junior Supreme Knight, and Gabrielle Deculus,
Junior Supreme Lady. We congratulate them and all other offi-
cers on their election as leaders of our youth division. Junior
Convention reports and photos also appear in this issue.

As the world knows by now, August 29, 2005 became a low
point in the history of the Gulf Coast and KPC as Hurricane
Katrina sent floodwaters over the levees of New Orleans and
ashore along other parts of the Gulf of Mexico. Katrina and her
cousin, Rita, transformed the talk of the town from “How far
below sea level is your part of New Orleans?” to “How high did
the water rise in your house?” From Gramercy, LA, just west of
New Orleans, to Bay St. Louis, Pass Christian and Pascagoula,
Mississippi and as far to the east as Mobile, AL, Katrina cut a
path of immense destruction beyond the experience of most resi-
dents of that area. Rita extended this path as far west as Port
Arthur and Beaumont, Texas. Your street address no longer
defined simply where you lived, but, in the aftermath of Katrina,
dictated whether your house or anything you owned was still
there and recoverable.

Katrina not only destroyed property, but more importantly,
destroyed lives. The pictures of families stranded on rooftops,
overpasses, the Convention Center, Superdome and Xavier are
forever recorded in our memories. The Hyatt Superdome, site of
our Junior Convention, was one of the most heavily damaged
hotels in the business district. In short, on September 29, 2005,
the good times stopped rolling in New Orleans. Organizationally,
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Katrina uprooted a major segment of our foundation. Members
from over 70 units were displaced from their homes and parishes
along the Gulf Coast. We continue efforts to locate these mem-
bers. Please provide any information you have on the location of
displaced members to the national office. Our prayers continue
for those still waiting to return home.

Our headquarters building on Orleans Avenue was not spared
the floodwaters. Our flood watermark is located 38 inches from
the floor. Thus, anything below the top of desks was completely
destroyed. In the days and weeks after Katrina, mold and mildew
crawled the walls onto the ceilings far beyond the watermark.
Paper records and inventory were destroyed by floodwaters,
moisture or contaminated by mold and mildew. We were fortu-
nate because our financial and membership records were main-
tained in electronic form and removed prior to the hurricanes.
Since the hurricanes, the building has been gutted. The Board of
Directors has committed the funding to restore our property. We
intend to return to New Orleans to help rebuild the city.

While the hurricanes exposed the extent of poverty in our
midst and the incompetence of government in the face of a major
natural disaster, it created new opportunities for us to demonstrate
why KPC exist. Clavers from north to south and east to west
responded to the pleas for help from individuals known and
unknown. Like other Americans, Clavers were generous with
their time and money. Many opened their homes for weeks to
those seeking shelter or aided children transitioning to new
schools. Just as St. Peter Claver reached out to Africans arriving
in Cartagena with nothing more than memories, Knights and
Ladies greeted evacuees from New Orleans and other areas with
the necessities of life.

In the case of our Noble Order, I must thank Father Manuel
Williams and Father Fred Briers, pastor and assistant pastor,
respectively, and the people of Resurrection Church in
Montgomery, Alabama for opening their parish facilities to KPC.
On September 1, 2005, they invited us to relocate our offices to
their property. By September 15, 2005, we had restored our basic
operations. Because of their generosity, we have devoted the
cover of this Claverite to them. There were many other volun-
teers who helped us recover. They will be appropriately recog-
nized at our National Convention in Houston, TX.

2005 proved to be a year of mixed blessings-many highs and
disturbing lows. As we approach the 2006 Hurricane season, we
do not know what challenges the future holds for us. However,
our mission as Clavers is to respond unselfishly to the needs of
others as we meet them. That is what St. Peter Claver did. That
is our call-yesterday, today and tomorrow. May God continue to
bless all of you who daily define love through Christian service.
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Greetings Clavers:

It is with a heavy heart that I write my final article for the Claverite. Please allow me the opportunity to pen some of
my empowerment tools used during my tenure of office. The theme chosen by the Supreme Knight and me, “Claverism:
Defining Love Through Christian Service,” has served as a nexus for us. The Most Worthy Supreme Knight enumerated
the tragic events of 911: the Anthrax scares, the ravages of war in the Middle East and in Africa and the discontentment
spreading in other areas of the world. Life and the worth of humankind seem to be devalued at almost every turn.

The Millennium ushered us into a period of needed change when the Supreme Knight announced, “The Supreme Lady
and I have partnered to advance the mission of our Noble Order and we have adopted a theme that captures our
goal during this administration.” It has been a privilege and a tremendous joy to have worked so closely with our
Supreme Knight. There were times when I thought to myself - I cannot do this anymore, but he always knew just the words
to say to make things better again. The recognition given by the head of our Noble Order set the tone for a cooperative spir-
it, which has been practiced throughout, and now I reflect upon the empowerment and its successes with all Clavers doing
their respective jobs. The support of the National Court, Officers of the Auxiliary; Gracious Ladies, Ladies and Junior
Daughters have worked with most of the National Programs approved by the Board of Directors and implemented them in
their respective churches, schools and communities, rising to a new level of dynamics in our spiritual, social and Christian
goals. Your responses individually and collectively have been a vote of support and respect which I shall always remember
and treasure.

I cannot call the names of our staunch supporters during this administration; therefore, allow me to categorize the activ-
ities and major initiatives that WE, TOGETHER SERVICED.

* Expansion — All Divisions have conducted Initiations, Reclamation and Retention Programs. The election of ener-
getic officers, encouragement of the younger members as Emerging Leaders; formulation of activities for the youth
in our Order have all played major roles in our expansion. Some of our Emerging Leaders are serving as strong men-
tors for their Non-Catholic friends, and their participation in World Youth Day has become a blessed event for those
attended.

* Communication/Technology — The KPCLA Website Committee and the National Office Staff with their expertise
and love of the Internet and their email savvy immediately brought information to our doors. Even Katrina could not
impede their progress.



¢ Joint Leadership and Training — I enjoyed the opportunity to see Knights and Ladies working and sharing com-
mittee assignments with the ability to get the job done. The development of Manuals for the Senior and Junior
Divisions were very much needed. We covered additional information with follow-up presentations in workshops.

¢ Clergy Relations — This has very much improved with concerns for educating the Church Hierarchy, from the
leadership in Rome to the local parish priest.

* Monetary Support — Requests were made and contributions/donations are being given through the Disaster Fund
set up as a result of Katrina. We are there for our family of Clavers. The UNCF/Xavier Fund is a program select-
ed by our Noble Order to help develop the Saint Katherine Drexel Religious Center in New Orleans.

* August 28, 2005 — A Dark Day in the Life of Clavers. The devastation of Hurricane Katrina and the other hurri-
canes/storms caused us to weep for all people and ourselves. Affected directly and indirectly, lives, homes, minds
and bodies were destroyed in a matter of hours. The intensity of what followed is engraved in our minds. WE
WERE HOMELESS - Our National Office home was destroyed. The News Media treated 9th Wardees all the
same; lower, middle or upper everyone was trying to survive. Clavers were defining Love Through Christian
Service, and some dedicated members and friends stepped up to the plate and dealt a blow to the seemly satanic
events of that day and those that followed. We are operating in a temporary site in Montgomery, AL, with a limit-
ed staff and dedicated members like Rita & Charlie Ester, Rebecca & Amos James and of course, my hard work-
ing husband Fred Briers, Jr. We are doing the best that we can. Adding Gail Johnson to the staff has been a tremen-
dous help to all of us. On our property in New Orleans, crews are successfully working with the Blessings of
Almighty God so that we may return soon.

If you can identify with any of this scenario, know that I thank you. God has truly blessed me in this office. A per-
sonal thanks to my husband, son, daughter, son-in-law and other blood ties. We know you, our extended family, love us.
I am happy to know and have the opportunity to work with the Honorable Arthur C. McFarland, Supreme Knight, and
his family, members past and present on the Board of Directors, Knights and Ladies, and other Clavers especially,
Dorothy Henderson and W. Charles Keyes, Jr., who are no longer with us, but who have been blessed with the favors of
the Almighty because of their dedication and sacrifices to this Noble Order.

Just for me, reach out and touch that Claver family member who has helped you to understand your role as a Claver.
If you can identify their contributions of Christian service, hug them for me.

To the officers that will lead this organization for the next two years, I say you have an awesome job ahead. My
prayers are with you and yours as each of you strive to continue the Christian commitment of Claverism. May God show-
er His blessings abundantly upon all Clavers and I anxiously await our coming convention in Houston, Texas. I hope to

see you there!

Yours in Christ and Claverism,

Mary Louise Briers



2005 JUNIOR NATIONAL CONVENTION

COMPETITION WINNERS
EVENT BR/CT | AGE 7-9 BR/CT | AGE 10-11 BR/CT | AGE 12-13
SPEECH
st Place Ct. 238 Courtney House | Ct. 222 | Kirby Jackson | Cr. 138 | Jasmin Charles
2* Place Ct. 159 | Andra Jackson | Br. Phillip
| 248 Nwachokor
3rd Place Ct. 347 | Mary Ndubuisi- | Br. Chris Pichon
obi | 138
SPEECH BR/CT | AGE 14-15 BR/CT | AGE 16-UP .
1" Place Br. 138 | Cedric Smith Ci. 49 | Jalyne Cole '
2™ Place Ct. 116 | Megan Deculus | Ct. 151 | Veronica Jones
Ct. 138 Mykal Thomas Ct. 52 | Gabnel
L | Flemmings
3"]' Place L. 141 Monica Collinsg | CT. 72 | Malasha
_ _ Thomas |
FOETRY BR/CT | AGE 7-9 BR/CT | AGE 10-11 ' BR/CT | AGE 12-13
1* Place Br. 31 | Creighton Ct. 347 | Mary Ndubuisi- | Ct. 284 | Brittany Gay
Ciuillory b |
2* Place Ct. 297 | Avery Akoto Ct. 49 | Vickie Clues | Cr. 167 | Victoria Lewis
_E"I Place ' Ct. 238 | Courtney House | C1. 222 | Kirby Jackson | Cr. 146 | Deana King Bay
FOETRY BR/CT | AGE 14-15 BR/CT | AGE 16-UP
15t Place Ct. 159 | Lindsay Gary Br. 72 | Kenneth
Rohinson
____________ e — Br. 231 | Amos Morale
2™ Place Ct. 142 | Ashley Girtley | Ct. 347 | Bianca
Cr 151 | Williams
Monica
Broussard !
3" Place €. 297 | Courtney Curry | Ct. 257 | Kirbye Sullivan |
Essay BR/CT | AGE 7-9 BR/CT | AGE 10-11 BR/CT | AGE 12-13
1* Place Ct. 238 Courtney House | Br. 238 | Aaron ' Cr. 138 | Jasmine Charles
Lavergne .
2™ Place Br. 238 | Devon Nowlin | Ct. 184 | Deeyanna ' Ct. 11 | Jasmyn
Harvison . Chaisson
37 Place C1.238 | Jordan Gordon | Br. 238 | Lakeitha Sonia | Br. 238 | Danny Perkins
ESSAY BR/CT AGE 14-15 BR/ACT | AGE 16-UP
1 Place Ct. 222 | Jessica Bouie Ct. 72 | Kimonesha i
Thomas
2* Place Ct. 159 | Lindsay Gary Ct. Courtney
138 Crabtree
3rd. Place [ Tiffany Ransom | Ct. 238 | Nia Mowlin i
VIOCALIST BR/ACT AGE 7-9 BRACT | AGE 10-11 BRCT | AGE 12-13
1st Place Ct. 52 | Angela Causey | Ct. 63 | Marie Rochelle
2% Place Ct.297 | Tylania_Cooper | Ct. 138 | Mariah Cain
3" Place Ct. 222 | Briana | Cr. 279 | Chinyere
Humphries Onyirimba




YVIHCALIST BR/CT AGE 14<15 BRACT | AGE 16-LIP
1st Place Br./Ct Austin & | Cr. Teila Adams
341 Briitany 151
2™ Place Ct. 142 Ashley Girtley Ct. Lauren Jelks
276
3rd Place Ct. Jennifer
325 Camphbell
INSTRUMENT | BR/CT AGE 7-9 BR/CT | AGE 10-11 BR/CT | AGE 12-13
15t Place Ct. 49 | Jaylon Noel Ct. 238 | Lindsey
Buchanan
2* Place Ct. 159 | Adam Dewalt Br. 267 | A. ). & Bnian
3Ird Place Ct. 279 | Kevonda Dixon | Ct. 167 | Dominee
Douglas
INSTRUMENT | BR'CT AGE 14-15 BR/CT | AGE 16-LUP
Ist. Place Ci. 138 Mykel Thomas Ct. 172 | Marjorie
Seltzer
2* Place Ct. 151 | Zamora
Thibodeaux
Ird. Place Ct. 347 | Bianca
Williams
INDIVIDUAL BR/CT AGE 7-9 BR/CT | AGE 10-11 BR/CT | AGE 12-13
DANCE
15t Place Ct. 31 Mia Coleman Ci. 159 | Janai Edwards
” Ct. 148 | Summer Rogers
Dramatic Inter. | BR/ICT | Age 7-9 BR/CT | Age 10-11 Age 12-13
1st. Place Br. 238 | Jeremy Ct. 54 | Amber Trahan
Rouemore
Wil Tty BR/CT | Age 14-15 BR/CT | Age 16-Up
1" Place Cr. 116 | Maeghan Ct. Danielle Taylor
Deculus 172
2" Place Br./Ct. | Branch & Court
267
Group Dance BR/CT AGE 7-9 BRACT | AGE 10-11 BR/CT | AGE 12-13
15t Place Ci. 31 Mia, Erin & Br. Branch 151 Ct. 151 | Jr. Court 151
B Lacey 151 . V| PP |- .
2™ Place Ci. Taylor, Tia, & | Ct. 11 | Halle, Jasmyn &
325 Sydnie Courtney
3" Place Ct. Barbara,
121 Brittany &
Rosalind
Group Dance BR/CT | AGE 14-15 BR/CT | AGE 16-UP
1* Place Ct. 325 Jr. Court 325 Ct. 49 | Jr. Court 49
Ct. 5 |Jr.Court 5
2* Place Ct. 256 | Jr. Court 256
(3" Place | T | ]
Dramatic Inter. | BR/ICT  Age 7-9 BR/CT | Age 10-11 Age 12-13
1st. Place Br. 238 | Jeremy Ct. 54 | Amber Trahan
Roucmore
Dramatic Inter. BR/CT | Age 14-15 BR/CT | Age 16-Up
1" Place Ct. 116 | Maeghan Ct. Danielle Taylor
Deculus 172
2* Place Br./Ct. | Branch & Court

267




STEEPERS
|5t Place Br. 72 Branch 72
2™ Place Cr. 276 | Anique & Daja
3" Place Cr. 53 | Jr.Court 53
EVENT
COLLAGE BR/ICT | AGE 7-11  BriCt | AGE 12-14 Br/Ct | 15-UP
Ist Place Br. 72 Damell Thenot, | Cr 159 | Lindsay Gary Ct. 138 | Arnadne Pollint
Jr
2" Place CL 63 | MNeashaJones | Ci 63 | Shaneal Jones | Br. 148 | Adrian Everge
3rd Place Ct 222 Kodee Stelly | Ct. 28 | Shena Weber Br. 248 | Devon Monroe
PHOTO BR/ICT | AGE 7-11 'BriCt | AGE 12-14 Br/iCt | 15-UP
|5t Place Ce, 354 Iman Lamarr | Br. 159 | Glen Elienne Ci. 141 | Crystal Spikes
2" Place Ct. 64 Kiana Robinson | Ct. 279 | Brian Ct. 138 | Chloe Lander
- Humphrey
ird Place Ct. 222 Kirby Jackson | Ct 347 | Kristen Gardner | Ct. 73 | Jr. Court 73
SCIENCE BRICT [AGE7-11 | BriCt |AGE12-14 | BriCt | I5-UP
Ist Place Ct. 238 Gabriella | Br. 248 | Derrell Monroe | Br.151 | Leonard Parker
Jackson - - i
2" Place Cr. 238 Courtney House | Br. 248 | Travis Ct. 72 | Ashela Bean
. MNwachokor
3rd Place Br. 159 James Francis Ct. 159 | Lindsay Gray Br. 238 | Nicholas Nowlin
Br. 238 Brandon Jackson
ART BR/CT | AGE 7-11  Br/iCt | AGE 12-14 Br/Ct | 15-UP
Ist. Place C. 72 Chelsea Dow | Cr. 151 | Brendolyn Ct. 238 | Nia Nawlin
_ Andrus
2" Place CL. 63 MNeasha Jones | Cr. 222 | Jessica Bouie Br. 72 | Dadren
Babineaux
3rd Place Cr. 63 Hensley | Br. 325 | Caleb Collins Cr. 222 | Jasmie Boue
CRAFT BR/CT | AGE 7-11  BriCt | AGE 12-14 Br/iCt | 15-UP
1st. Place Ct. 159 | Kennedi Fuller | Ct. 28 | Kayle Green Ct. 238 | Shalise Hines
2" Place Br. 72 | Jozuah | Ct. 28 | Shanea Weber Ct. 73 | Ashlie Bell
Babineaux
3rd Place Ct. 22 Matthew Foster | Cu. Amber Alix Ci. 138 | Kennisha Shield
Spelling Bee BR/CT | AGET7-8 BriCt | AGE 9-10 Br/Ct | 11-12
1st Place Ct. 98 | Megan Frank ' Br. 228 | Max Demery Ct. 141 | Minaibi
Ogbanga

Despite the many challenges presented by the weather and the changing of schedules, the Juniors met each challenge with deter-

mination to do their best. Their convention received ratings of excellent and good.

We would like to thank the Commanders, Counselors, Area Commanders, Area Counselors, Grand Knights, Grand Ladies, chap-
erones, and parents, for their support in getting the Juniors to the Convention. We would like to thank Supreme Knight Arthur
McFarland, Supreme Lady Mary Briers and the National Boards for their support and their faith in the Junior Division. Special thanks

to Mr. Athanase J. Jones and his Staff for the long hours and hard work put into the Junior Convention.

Respectfully submitted,

Elsa R. Phillips

National Counselor Junior Daughters

James A. Coleman
Director General Jr. Knights




16" JUNIOR NATIONAL CONVENTION
Knights of Peter Claver, Inc

The 16th Junior National Convention convened at the Hyatt Regency Hotel in New Orleans, Louisiana from July 7-10, 2005.

Over 1400 members were in attendance. The convention theme “Claverism: God’s Gift to Youth” was visible throughout the vari-
ous activities and competitions.

Some highlights of the convention were a tour of the Knights of Peter Claver National Office, a tour of the Aquarium. Additional
activities included Thursday Prayer Service, an Icebreaker/Fun-Fest, the Convention Mass, candidate’s forum and a convention ban-
quet, Junior were able to compete in the following competitions: Quiz Bowl, Arts , Crafts, Science ,Essay , Spelling Bee ,Poetry and
Speech .On Thursday night, Juniors from the six Districts/States competed in the Talent Show. Their performance was outstanding.

The Business sessions of the convention provided the Juniors with an opportunity to plan for the future of their organization. They
met in committee meetings where they presented positive recommendations and suggestions of ideas and programs to enhance the
Junior Division. Officers were elected.

2005-2007 Junior National Officers

Junior Daughters Junior Knights
Gabrielle Deculus John Coleman
Jr. Supreme Lady Jr. Supreme Knight
Keyley Mable Austin Richard
Jr. Vice-Supreme Lady Jr. Deputy Supreme Knight
Zamara Thibodeaux Desmond Taylor
Jr. National Secretary Jr. National Secretary
Sheryl Carpenter Ryan Mallery
Jr. National Treasurer Jr. National Treasurer
Meghan Jackson Keith Honore
Jr. National Mistress-at-Arms Jr. Sergeant —at-Arms
2005 JUNIOR NATIONAL CONVENTION
COMPETITION WINNERS
QUIZ BOWL WINNERS BANNER WINNERS
15T PLACE 18T PLACE
BR/CT 151 St. Monica CT 28 St.Ann
Houston, TX Beaumont, TX
2ND pLACE 2ND pLACE
BR/CT. 164 St. John BR/CT. 354 Fr. Bernard Hall
Port Arthur, TX Grand Rapids, MI
3RD pLACE 3RD pLACE
CT. 276 ST. Anthony BR/CT. 26 St. Maria Goretti
Atlanta, GA Pass Christian. MS
2005 OUTSTANDING JUNIOR DAUGHTER AWARDS
CENTRAL DISTRI CT Mallori Harrell CT. 188
GULF COAST DISTRICT Alicia Miles CT. 313
LOUISIANA STATE Raimy Living CT. 166
NORTHERN DISTRICT Jada Dougles CT. 167
TEXAS STATE Bianca Henny CT. 139
WESTERN DISTRICT Jourdyhn Williams CT. 259

2005 OUTSTANDING JUNIOR KNIGHT AWARDS

CENTRAL DISTRICT Steven Robinson BR. 5
GULF COAST Myrick Nichols BR. 4
NORTHERN DISTRICT Corey Taylor BR. 353
LOUISIANA STATE John Coleman BR. 31
TEXAS STATE Austin Richard BR. 341



JUNIOR DIVISION NEWS

World Youth Day 2005
With Pope Benedict XVI
Bishop Joseph N. Perry

Twelve of our emerging leaders par-
ticipated in World Youth Day 2005 cele-
brated at Cologne, Germany and its neigh-
boring cities of Dusseldorf and Bonn this
past August 16-21. I felt privileged to be
chaplain for the group and grateful that
our supreme leadership of Knights and
Ladies deemed it important that our young
people be there. Given the few African
American youth actually present, our
Knights of Peter Claver group was con-
spicuous. I was impressed by the numbers
of youth from the continent of Africa par-
ticipating.

In his effort to bring the Gospel to the
world through unprecedented and large
scale outreach, the late Pope John Paul II
[1978-2005] focused his attention on
Catholic youth from around the world of
every race, nation and ethnicity. And the
youth have responded in numbers unimag-
It is fitting that our KPC youth
should be in that number!

inable.

WYD in its basic program was a
week of prayer, catechesis, long-distance
walking to the sacred places, grabbing
trains and buses, meeting other Catholic
youth from around the globe, welcoming
the arrival of the Pope at the Cologne
Cathedral culminating in a 12 mile round-
trip hike across German farm land in a
long processional column of a several
hundred thousand youths to arrive at
Marienfeld,
Cologne where Pope Benedict led a three

a farm stretch outside
hour prayer service the first night, then a
concluding Mass the next day Sunday.
Never before in history has the Pope
of the Catholic Church been so visible to
the church’s young folk. In these times,
the successor of Peter has shown himself a
true father to the young. They listened
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attentively to him challenge them to be
faithful in a world satisfied to live without
symbols of God and religious faith and
confident with making up their own rules
for living decently or indecently.

Five German households in the quiet
village of Kalkum, about a half-hour’s
drive outside Dusseldorf, took our group
in as guests for the eight days. Four cou-
ples and one widow were extraordinary in
their reception of us with hospitality,
meals and other notes of generosity.

The week began with strong prayer,
the feast of the Assumption of the Mother
of God, August 15, and our group on the
first night citing Revelations 12 and its
proclamation of the woman clothed with
the sun with the moon under her feet and
upon her head a crown of 12 stars! I gave
each a small Bible for meditation and
asked them to bring along a rosary. Each
day began 7.30am with Morning Prayer
together with a group of 49 from Toronto,
Canada who were lodged in the same vil-
lage as we were. We were fortunate to cel-
ebrate Mass together later in the week.

World Youth Days are classrooms of
Christian diversity that have in mind to
enlighten today’s young people to the real-
ity of a global village in hopes that this
generation might handle better the variety
that is the human race and thereby sew the
virtues of peace and harmony. I was par-
ticularly impressed with interest paid to us
by youth from Korea, Palestine and
Russia, to name several. No where else
other than World Youth Day have I seen
such depth of friendliness and mutual
interest among people.

The three cities hosted prayer before
the exposed Blessed Sacrament, with
opportunities for individual Confession
and catechetical sessions in parish church-
es. We were fortunate to retrace our steps
to just twenty feet from Pope Benedict
XVI when he arrived at the Cologne

Cathedral amidst some 800,000 young
people from 160 nations gathered for an
enthusiastic reception.

We were also treated to a program
given by Jim Caviezel, the actor who por-
trayed the Christ in Mel Gibson’s cele-
brated film, The Passion of the Christ. He
and his wife gave strong talks to the
English speaking youth about Christian
virtue, fidelity, sexual integrity and con-
stancy. They showed the film in its entire-
ty after which the large gathering recited
the rosary.

We walked a huge Way of the Cross
Torchlight Procession outside on Friday
carrying a large cross through the streets
of German hamlets.

Pope Benedict held a long night’s
prayer vigil with the crowds infused by a
well orchestrated musical program
Saturday, followed by a camp-out under the
stars and forty degree temperatures leading
up to the concluding Mass Sunday morning
at Marienfeld. By then the attendance was
estimated at about a million.

I trust WYD-2005 left some lasting
impressions in the hearts and minds of the
members of our group. It occurs to me
that we have an enormous responsibility
to model our juniors along the riches of
our Catholic traditions. Our 12 received
an impressive dose of Catholicism bol-
stered by huge numbers of their peers
from around the world who were baptized
with the same ritual that they were and
who feed upon the same Eucharist they
feed upon.

In our own discussions I learned that
these juniors and emerging leaders are
faced daily with the power and pull of the
popular culture which in respects ignores
piety and religion and sometimes mocks
these. Reflecting on questions several of
them posed to me, I came to understand
our youth are inundated by questions and
assaults on their faith by relatives and



peers and the media who cannot put
together the terms “black’ and “Catholic”.
Their questions of contrast and compari-
son between the free black churches and
the Catholic Church are placed innocently
in an effort to understand the specialness
of the Catholic faith. All the while they
witness the free and evangelical traditions
being approached by some adults and
youths in the manner of a consumer prod-
uct or in the manner of entertainment ...
who has the best choir and musical execu-
tion, the best youth program, the best
preacher and/or best dressed preacher,
who offers the most popular mega church
experience. Which Church is cool!

World Youth Days traditionally afford
young people a deeper understanding of
the profound substance of our Catholic
faith. Hopefully, our pilgrimage to
Germany raises their self-confidence and
nurtures a deeper pride in being Catholic.

In our Catholic tradition is found
perennial truths. Each generation of
young black Catholics must try to under-
Our black

Catholic youth are on the road to making

stand those core truths.

personal decisions about their faith com-
mitment in midst of a large menu of
church offerings; some of them seemingly
more attractive than the Catholic Church
for a variety of reasons premised in cul-

ture and history’s prejudice. We trust that
with our adult example and explanation of
the faith their decisions will lead them to
remain among us. Pope Benedict sermo-
nizing in his final Mass challenged the
youth along this same idea, to remain
faithful to their Catholic roots.

Our KPC youth are not far behind
being fine examples of Catholic faith. On
the flight home I just happened to spy one
from our group praying his rosary in low
but audible words of the Hail Marys! $

Ryan is the son of Raymond and Edwina Sam Mallery.
Ryan Mallery Junior Grand Knight Branch #76

Ryan Joseph Mallery, Junior Grand Knight of
Branch #76 was elected Junior National
Treasurer at the Junior National Convention
held in New Orleans, Louisiana.

Ryan attends Northside High School in
Lafayette, Louisiana. He is a junior in the
Engineering Academy and also a member of
the basketball team.
Immaculate Heart of Mary Church communi-

As a member of

ty, he serves as lector, altar server, youth

council member, and mentor at the Village of
the Arts & Humanities Summer Program. He
is also a member of the Louisiana Stars, a
16/under basketball team, which recently
placed 3rd in the National AAU Basketball
Tournament that was held in New Orleans,

Louisiana.




JUNIOR KNIGHT RECEIVES
VERNON BERNARD SCHOLARSHIP

Junior Knight Tony St. Julian (center) receives the Vernon Bernard Memorial Scholarship of
$1000.00 from Grand Knight, Clarence Washington, Council #341, Holy Family Catholic
Church-McNair, as Father Rodney Armstrong looks on. The council provides scholarships from
the proceeds of their annual scholarship and charities golf tournament. It part of their communi-
ty services. Tony is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Ernest St. Julian.

Respectively submitted by:
Kenneth C. Simon
Commander Council #341

Junior Knight Excels in Academic Performance

Court and Council #238
St. Peter the Apostle Catholic Church
Houston, Texas

Desmond Fournier, Junior Knight of St. Peter Claver, is a 2005 high school gradu-
ate of The High School for Engineering Professions in Houston, Texas. He is the son of
proud parents, Lady Bertha and Knight Johnny Fournier. Desmond’s GPA is 4.6 on a
4.09 scale. He is a member of the National Honor Society and will enter Rice
University’s Engineering Program in the fall. Desmond was awarded a $1000.00
Scholarship by the Knights and Ladies, Council and Court #238. In addition to his
scholastic achievements, Desmond has accomplished many noteworthy recognitions,
awards and leadership roles in the community. He is a motivator and has displayed
many leadership skills as Junior Texas State Treasurer.

Please join us in congratulating Desmond Fournier as an aspiring, dynamic young
achiever.

Council and Court #238 have awarded a $1000.00 scholarship for three consecu-
tive years to Junior Knights and Junior Daughters who are outstanding achievers.

N3/

Respectfully submitted,

Lady Bobbie Rossigion-Scholarship Committee Chair
Knights Raymond & Lady Lorita Duke-Co Chairs
Council/Court #238

Desmond Fournier
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First Annual Tea

Knights of Peter Claver, Jr. Daughters,
Christ the King Junior Court # 371

Christ the King, Junior Court # 371 enjoyed their First
Annual Tea on September 18, 2005. Guests were served choco-
late covered strawberries, egg, chicken, and tuna finger sandwich-
es on homemade bread, a lovely assortment of desserts and a vari-
ety of hot flavored tea, all of which was served on fine china.

During the tea, the Jr. Daughters displayed one of their serv-
ice projects, crocheted quilts for premature babies. Lady Teddy
Pifia, Court #371, has shared her talent with the

Juniors and taught them the art of quilting.

A major highlight of the day was a dance by The Christ the
King’s Boot Dancers whose members are Junior Knights, future
Claver youth and Young adults.

The performance was based on the history of how the work-
ers communicated in the diamond mines of South Africa. Our
second delight was that of the youth choir director, Rhonda
Malone who enchaned everyone with her rhythmic voice. Our
third charm, Charann Brown, a Jr. Daughter, recited one of her
original poems “I Am A Girl.”

Lady Maezella Grimes, Counselor and Area Deputy, Lady
Rebecca Charles- Watts dedicate many long hours to the Juniors
and has inspired others to give of their time, talent, expertise, and
money to support the Juniors.

Everyone enjoyed the door prizes and bided generously at
the auction. The Juniors donated $100 to the Katrina survivors
through KPC. Thank you to all the loving, volunteers who made
this fundraiser possible! We couldn’t have done it without you!!

HOUSTON AREA
BROWN BAG PROJECT 2005

The morning of September 10, 2005 dawned gloomy, cloudy
and overcast with intermittent rain. The spirit of the Junior
Clavers gathered was not deterred by the day’s inclment weather
as we prepared for the 7th annual Brown Bag Feed The Homeless
Project in Houston, Texas.

The 2005 event held at the Bread of Life Day Break
Community Center was an expression of the dedication of Junior
Knights and Junior Daughters from the Galveston-Houston Area
to serve our brothers and sisters and mankind as did our Patron
Saint, Peter Claver.

Approximately 175 juniors prepared 300 sack lunches con-
taining a sandwich, chips, fruit and juice. We also passed out
hygiene packs which had been packaged the night before.

As we issued these items to the homeless, we experienced a
deep feeling of compassion unfolded as the realization that we
were exhibiting the ideals of Peter Claver. As many of the home-
less thanked us, we also thanked them for coming, realizing that
except for the direction of our parents and senior Clavers we may
also falter and fall into bad luck. As our guests went on their way,
we had learned valuable lessons about service to others with food,
clothing, a kind word or a smile.

Junior participants were: Desmond Taylor #151 Junior
National Secretary, Mykel Thomas #138, Brianna Batiste #151
Junior State Lady of Prayer, Kenneth Robinson #72 Junior
Chairperson Brown Bag Project, Austin Richard #341 National
Junior Deputy Supreme Knight, Sara Patterson #248 Junior State
Treasurer, Christopher Pichon #138 Junior State Treasurer,
Cambrian Pichon #138 Junior State Reporter, Zamara
Thibodeaux #151 National Junior Secretary, and Carrie Newman
#98 and members of the surrounding Junior Branch and Courts

We were honored to have Senior Clavers present: Lady Elsa
R. Phillips #231 National Counselor of Junior Daughters, Knight
Gene A. Phillips, Sr. #231 Past National Deputy Supreme Knight,
Lady Nan Arceneaux #151 State Deputy of Texas, LA, Lady
JoAnne Henderson #138 Junior State Directress, Knight Adrian
Adams #151 Texas State President, Lady Judy Edwards #151
Texas State Vice President, Lady Barbara M. Murray #222 Past
State Deputy of Texas, LA, and Lady Viola John-Louis #222
State Treasurer. Our Special Guest was State
Representative Garnet Coleman.

With pictures taken, area cleaned, the homeless went to their
next destination and said good byes we took our leave knowing
that Peter Claver is proud and smiling down on us.

Thank you senior leaders for your guidance and support:
Knight John Kennedy #159 and Lady Udavine Barnes #72 Senior
Chairpersons, Knight Percy Creuzot #238, all Commanders and
Counselors and Senior Claver Members.

Until Next Year

Texas

Submitted by,
Cambrian Pichon #138, Junior State Reporter
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